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Are Children and Teens 
Plugged in?

Thursday, May 6, 2010



Thursday, May 6, 2010



Thursday, May 6, 2010



Sexting is ????
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Sexting Defined:

• Urban Dictionary:

v: the act of text messaging someone in the hopes of having a 
sexual encounter with them later; initially casual, transitioning into 
highly suggestive and even sexually 
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Why the Explosion?

• Accessibility

• Affordability

• Adolescent Development
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Accessibility: Internet
• Two National Juvenile Online Victimization Studies 

(NJOV-1 & NJOV-2)

- National surveys of law enforcement arrests for online 
crimes with juvenile victims

- Online predation

- Solicitations to UC investigators

• NJOV-1: 600 interviews of LE for cases 7/2000 
through 6/2001

• NJOV-2: 1000 interviews of LE cases ending in arrest 
during 2006

Trends in Arrests of “Online Predators”, Wolak, Janis; Finklehor, David; Mitchell, Kimberly, Crimes Against Children 
Research Center, 2009
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Accessibility: Internet
• Increases in Youth Access:

- Between 2000 and 2006:

- Youth between 12-17

- 2000 73%

- 2006 93%

Thursday, May 6, 2010



Where are they 
looking?
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Accessibility: Internet
Social Networking Sites:
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Accessibility: Internet

• By the end of 2006, 55% 
of 12-17 year olds used 
SNS.

• About 14 Million Youth

Social Networking Sites
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Accessibility:
Internet
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Accessibility: Cell Phones

• Online Common Sense 
Poll:

• 84% teens have cell 
phones

• 12-13 yr olds: 52%

• 14 yr olds: 71%

USA Today June 17, 2009
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Accessibility: Cell Phones

• Nearly half (42%) of US 
teens say their social life 
would end or be 
worsened without their 
cell phone

• Second only to clothing, 
teens say a person’s 
phone tells the most 
about their social status 
or popularity

According to a national survey from CTIA and Harris Interactive 07/2008
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Accessibility: Cell 
Phones

• Initially U.S. teens hesitant to 
text, relied on talking

• 2002: Discovered SMS (short 
messaging service)

Texting
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Accessibility: 
Cell Phones

• Teens almost as likely to 
text as to make phone 
call:

• 13-15 yr old - 43%

• 16-17 yr old - 48%

• 18-19 yr old - 54%

Today:

Harris Interactive, A Generation Unplugged, Sept. 2009 
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Accessibility: Cell Phones

• More than 1 Billion text 
messages are sent each 
day

• expect 1.2 trillion to 
be sent this year(1)

• 42% of teens say they 
can text blindfolded (2)

Volume:

1. Time Magazine, Sept. 10, 2009
2. Harris Interactive Poll, 2009
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Accessibility: Cell 
Phones

• LOL – Laugh Out Loud

• ROFL – Rolling On 
Floor Laughing

• BTW – By The Way

• BRB – Be Right Back

• JK – Just Kidding

New Language:
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Accessibility: Cell Phones

• P911 – Parent Alert

• PAL – Parents Are 
Listening

• PAW – Parents Are 
Watching

• PIR – Parent In Room

• POS – Parent Over 
Shoulder

Teens Language:
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Accessibility: Cell Phones

• GNOC – Get Naked On 
Camera

• GYOP – Get Your Pants Off

• Numeric Codes:

- 8 – Oral Sex

- 143 or 459 – I Love You

- 182 – I Hate You

Sexual Language:
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Accessibility: 
SMART Devices
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Accessibility:
Smart Devices

• Allows teens:

- Make cell calls

- Send text messages

- Access Internet

- SNS

- Youtube
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Youth Connected

• App’s for Smart Devices
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File Sharing Software:
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Napster:
Centralized Server:
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File Sharing:
Peer to Peer
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How P2P works:
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Limewire
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LimeWire:
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P2P on Steroids:
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Cloud Computing
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Dropbox:
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Streaming Social 
Networking Sites:
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Chatroulette:
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“Stickam”
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Mobile.me Technology:
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How Do We 
Protect Them?
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How Do We 
Protect Them?

Communication
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How Do We 
Protect Them?

Education
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How Do We 
Protect Them?

Technology
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Software Programs:

• Key Stroke Loggers

• Filtering Programs

•
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How Do We 
Protect Them?

Resources
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Resources:
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Conclusions:

• Never be able to keep up with 
technological changes

• Headed towards more mobile

• Storage in cyberspace

• Can’t give up....
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Thank you...questions?

jfitzsimmons@ndaa.org
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